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Partnership Principles
Toward a Common Strategy to Assist Bangladesh:
ADB, DFID, Japan, World Bank

We will invest time and effort into understanding different agency mandates.

We will recognize our relative institutional strengths and build upon those strengths.

We will work in partnership, resolving differences openly and constructively and will respect each others’
views.

We will share information in a spirit of openness.

We commit to mutual respect in the matter of communication.

We will communicate and maintain agreed common messages to the Government and others.

We will represent each others’ interests to the Government and other development partners whenever
possible.

We commit to ensuring coherence between field offices and our respective agency headquarters.
We commit to coordinating and harmonizing our activities in support of agreed outcomes.

We recognize the high transaction costs associated with such partnerships and resolve to ensure that we
will always carefully weigh the costs and benefits of all joint activities and avoid imposing unnecessary
burdens on each other.

We aim to build and maintain our understanding of Bangladesh’s development context and base our
engagement on this knowledge.

We aim to continue to deepen our understanding of the incentives and institutions in each sector where
we provide support.

We are committed to building the capacity in Government to lead and implement its development
agenda.

We commit to base our dialogue and programs on Bangladesh’s development agenda.

We will work with the Government to identify a manageable number of achievable priorities and align our
strategies around such priorities.

We commit to a participatory approach with the Government, ensuring that commitment and ownership
exist before providing support.

We will be realistic in our expectations, we will be patient, and will take a long-term perspective.
Above all, we will ensure that everything we do is in the long-term interests of Bangladesh’s poor.

Hua Du David Wood
Country Director Head of Office
Asian Development Bank DFID

Masahiko Kiya Christine Wallich
Counselor Country Director
Embassy of Japan World Bank
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